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The Global Peace Foundation 
(GPF) is an international non-
sectarian, non-partisan, nonprofit 
organization that promotes an 
innovative, values-based approach 
to peacebuilding, guided by the 
vision of One Family under God.  

GPF engages a global network of public and private sector partners to develop 
community, national, and regional peacebuilding models through a framework 
based on universally recognized principles and shared values. 

GPF recognizes that all religions and wisdom traditions share a commitment 
to uplifting human character and affirming transcendent ideals that can guide 
human conduct, foster peace, and advance human welfare. GPF also affirms 
that the family is the “school of love and virtue,” the environment in which 
every child comes to know his or her intrinsic value through the unconditional 
love of parents. The vital relationships in the extended family help to shape 
the child’s larger sense of identity and support the development of virtues that 
underlie all positive social relations.

The values formed in the family are meant to be practiced through a lifestyle 
of serving the greater good. A culture shaped by citizens who live in this way is 
naturally ethical, inclusive, prosperous and truly free.

OUR
  VISION

WHAT WE DO
ADVANCING SOCIAL COHESION AND PEACEBUILDING

The Global Peace Foundation in its field activities, educational 
initiatives, and regional and international conferences, affirms the 

common identity and intrinsic value of all people, regardless of 
ethnicity, religion, and nationality, as a building block of a peaceful 

world. Global Peace Foundation’s innovative, values-based approach 
to peacebuilding impacts thousands of youth and social activists,  

building local capacity and resilience among diverse communities.

EMPOWERING FAMILIES AND YOUTH

Empowering youth to be a force for progress requires a renewed 
commitment to the family, where the foundation of character is 

formed and the fabric of healthy communities and societies is woven 
together. It also requires a reappraisal of education to ensure that 

youth develop both relationship and problem-solving skills and 
entrepreneurial capacity to succeed in a rapidly changing workplace. 

The Global Peace Foundation recognizes and supports the vital 
leadership role of women in the home and society.

BUILDING A MOVEMENT OF MORAL AND INNOVATIVE LEADERS

The Global Peace Foundation is educating and supporting leaders 
who have the character and creativity to effectively advance human 

welfare in an increasingly integrated world.

CATALYST FOR TRANSFORMATION

Transformation from an environment of conflict and 
underdevelopment to one of peace and shared prosperity requires 

the collaboration of every sector of society. The Global Peace 
Foundation is building multi-sector coalitions to advance social 

cohesion, support education innovation, protect the environment, 
foster interfaith understanding and collaboration, and promote a 

culture of service.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN
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Over the last two years, the Global 
Peace Foundation’s network of 
partners has been implementing 
groundbreaking models of 
peacebuilding across the globe, 
impacting the lives of people and 
communities in Africa, Asia, to Latin 
and North America. Many of these 
significant developments are captured 
in this 2018-2019 report.

Since its founding in 2009, the Global 
Peace Foundation has brought 
focus to the importance of universal 
principles and shared values in 
resolving conflict and forming the 
foundation for sustainable peace. 
Our activities foster dialogue among 
communities and people to build a 
common vision for the future based 
on these time-honored ideals and 
values. They also promote moral 
and innovative leadership in all 
sectors, from international relations 
and government, education and 
development, to community building 
and family. 

I knew that 2018-2019 would be 
particularly significant as we prepared 
to commemorate the centennial of 
the Korean Independence Movement 

Dr. Hyun Jin Preston Moon
Founder and Chairman

launched on March 1, 1919. Peace 
and security issues surrounding the 
Korean peninsula have taken the 
global center stage, and have been the 
major priority of the Global Peace 
Foundation. More than ever before, 
the grave threats posed by a nuclear-
armed North Korea have spurred 
concerted international action and 
broad public concern. From nuclear 
and ballistic missile tests and the brink 
of war in 2017 to dramatic summits in 
2018 and back to stalemate in 2019, 
current developments are repeating 
the decades-long vicious cycle that 
has frustrated efforts to craft a viable 
solution to the Korea problem.

The confluence of circumstances, 
events and leading figures has 
brought us to a major inflection 
point for the Korean peninsula, with 
significant opportunities for dramatic 
breakthrough.  Clearly the way 
forward should not be determined by 
reactive policy decisions that lack a 
comprehensive strategic framework. 
Rather, the focus should be on the 
end goal of a unified Korea based on 
the noble ideals that have shaped the 
identity of the Korean people and 

defined their destiny to serve the 
world. 

That is why the Global Peace 
Foundation and its partners have 
been advancing a major civil society 
movement driven by the conviction 
that building a unified Korea based on 
universal principles and shared values 
is vital to peace and prosperity not only 
for the region but for the entire human 
family. The groundswell of activists 
from across the Korean peninsula 
and the diaspora who are owners of 
this dream and are taking action is 
truly remarkable. This movement 
is capturing the spirit of the March 
1st Independence Movement and 
making significant progress towards 
realizing the dream of a unified Korea 
that benefits the world. 

The many lessons being learned and 
precedents being set in this great cause 
to resolve the division on the Korean 
peninsula will contribute significantly 
to our peacebuilding work around 
the world. I look forward to the next 
milestones we will lay down together 
in this new decade of the twenty-first 
century. 
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EXECUTIVE
     SUMMARY
This Global Peace Foundation 2018-19 Report 
highlights projects and initiatives that apply 
GPF’s values-based approach to building peace, 
empowering women and youth, promoting 
education innovation, and advancing social cohesion 
in communities and nations.

Since 2009, the Global Peace Foundation has 
expanded around the world and now is active in 23 
countries. With unique focus on values that bind us 
together as a human family in a diverse world, GPF 
has engaged a wide spectrum of stakeholders that 
include international bodies, regional development 
organizations, provincial and local governments, 
business and philanthropic organizations, 
educational institutions, local community and 
volunteer organizations and generous donors.

This 2018-19 report presents some of GPF’s key 
programs that are making a significant impact 
around the world.

James P. Flynn
International President

Global Peace Foundation

VALUES-BASED PEACEBUILDING

Political and civil society leaders and leaders of the world’s 
faith and wisdom traditions have a shared responsibility to 
transcend divides and work collaboratively to build ethical, 
just and cohesive societies. Agreement on universally 
recognized principles, shared values, and time-honored 
truths about the intrinsic value, dignity, and fundamental 
rights of all people is an essential means of countering 
violent extremism and enabling peaceful societies where 
human creativity and innovation can flourish.

In Nigeria, Peacebuilding workshops are engaging faith 
leaders and traditional rulers, as well as community, women 
and youth leaders. That is followed by practical applications 
to change attitudes, and concrete action plans to change 
behaviors.

With a grant from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
the Global Peace Foundation is addressing urgent urban 
challenges shared by many cities, and is partnering with law 
enforcement, social service departments, and educators 
to advance a proactive approach for prevention of conflict 
and extremism, with an emphasis on youth leadership 
development.

Global Peace Foundation’s PeaceHub Campaign is an 
important public awareness/educational initiative, uniquely 
designed to encourage communities to become safer, 
more inclusive and connected. The Community-based 
Peacebuilding Workbook offers targeted lessons for small 
groups to learn skills in peacebuilding and make an impact 
in their communities.

TRANSFORMING EDUCATION

Education is a gateway to success, yet too often graduates 
are left behind, without the requisite skills and competencies 
to succeed in the twenty-first century workplace. Access to 
the internet and technological literacy is a critical factor in 
lifting populations out of poverty and ensuring economic 
growth and prosperity.

GPF’s Character and Creativity Initiative, Smart Workforce 
Readiness and LeapHub Science and Entrepreneurship 
Incubators seek to close the gap between the classroom 
and the workplace. Developed in partnership with national 
Ministries of Education in the Philippines, Kenya, and 
Paraguay and with leading IT corporate sponsorship, these 
initiatives are equipping graduates with essential character 
competencies and real-world skills.

GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION 2018-2019 REPORT 



YOUTH SERVICE AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

There are some 1.2 billion youth aged 15-24 years 
globally, and 4 in 10 people on earth are under age 25. 
Youth represent an enormous resource for progress, 
yet poverty, joblessness, and the appeal of extremist 
ideologies have frustrated the potential of youth to be 
a force for positive social change.

Youth driven by a noble vision can tackle many of 
the longstanding crises faced by humanity today with 
their energy, passion, and ability to dream beyond the 
current reality. Through its leadership and development 
initiatives, the Global Peace Foundation is committed 
to building a global network of moral and innovative 
young leaders to transform communities, nations, and 
the world.

GLOBAL PEACE CONVENTION
Advancing a Global Movement for Peace

Since its inaugural convening in Manila in 2009, the 
Global Peace Convention has become one of the 
premiere international gatherings of political and 
civil society leaders committed to advancing peace 
and human development around the globe. Heads of 
state and parliamentary leaders, corporate executives, 
influential clergy from diverse traditions, youth and 
women leaders, educators, and community and NGO 
leaders work together to define and address persistent 
problems of conflict and underdevelopment, with a 
unique focus on the values and aspirations shared by 
the human family.

The 2019 Convention held in Seoul, South Korea 
commemorated the centennial of the March 1, 1919 
Independence Movement and explored the vision of 
the Independence Patriots, while calling for a renewal 
of those ideals in a new movement for a unified Korea 
that can be a model nation for the world.

Many other projects—such as All-Lights Village 
initiatives to support community development; 
entrepreneurship and self-sufficiency in rural regions; 
tree planting to counter desertification in Mongolia; 
and an information technology ‘boot camp’ in Kenya—

ONE KOREA GLOBAL CAMPAIGN

The division of the Korean peninsula is an exceptionally 
dangerous flashpoint that both threatens global 
stability and locks a population of millions in the North 
into poverty, isolation, detention and physical abuse. 
Diplomatic efforts have had little success to reduce 
tensions, lessen the threat posed by the North’s 
nuclear weapons program, or moderate the extreme 
human rights abuses perpetrated by the North Korean 
regime.

The Global Peace Foundation has advanced a robust 
and comprehensive approach to resolving the division 
of the Korean peninsula. Through international 
conferences and forums and grassroots campaigns in 
South Korea and among the Korean diaspora, the One 
Korea Global Campaign is appealing for unification 
based on the cultural heritage and historic experience 
and values shared by the two Koreas, while looking 
forward to a unified Korea that guarantees fundamental 
freedoms and human rights, promoting prosperity for 
all Koreans and the Northeast Asia region.
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GLOBAL PEACE WOMEN 
Women’s Leadership Culture

Today women are increasingly seen as essential 
resources for peace and development and are 
assuming greater roles as political, corporate and 
civil society leaders. Global Peace Women (GPW) has 
designed programs and initiatives that emphasize 
and uplift women’s unique and innate talents, 
engaging more women to become leaders for peace 
and development in the home, the workplace and in 
public life. GPW particularly honors women’s role in the 
family and seeks to expand such a role to wider society 
by recognizing and promoting women-led initiatives 
around the world.are being implemented by GPF volunteers and partners 

to address both immediate needs in communities and 
the enduring dream of all people for a world of peace 
and prosperity.

With the support and engagement of our partners and 
through our work on every continent, we strive toward 
a future that is peaceful and prosperous for all, based 
on our vision of One Family under God.

GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION 2018-2019 REPORT 



VALUES-BASED PEACEBUILDING

COMMUNITY PEACEBUILDING AND ELECTION VIOLENCE PREVENTION IN NIGERIA

Attacks by extremists, church and mosque burnings, and reprisal killings have taken the lives of more than 20,000 
people in Nigeria. For six years, Global Peace Foundation (GPF) Nigeria has been engaging Muslim and Christian 
leaders and traditional rulers to reconcile religious and ethnic divisions.

Following a period of violence between predominantly Muslim Fulani herdsmen and predominantly Christian 
indigenous farmers in Southern Kaduna State, costing the lives of hundreds, GPF Nigeria organized coordinated 
mediation talks among leaders from both sides in 2017 and 2018. Leaders credited the efforts of GPF Nigeria for 
enabling Nigerians of different  backgrounds to communicate and see each other as people, family members, and 
partners for peace.

In her remarks at a Dialogue Forum for security forces in May 2018, Hajiya Khadija Hawaja Gambo, Permanent 
Commissioner at the Kaduna State Peace Commission, commended GPF Nigeria for organizing the forum at the 
crucial time while Kaduna State was preparing for local government elections. She stressed that most of the people 
in Southern Kaduna are yearning for peace while maintaining that the time for us to live peacefully is now.

“What happened between us and the Fulani is painful,” said Comfort Simon, a native from Goska, “and I had resolved 
never again to love or have anything to do with them, because I lost my home and property completely. But the 
teachings I heard today have given me strength, and now, anywhere I see a Fulani person, I will be willing to lend a 
helping hand if I can.”

Sponsorship from the Robert Bosch Siftung, Irish Aid and the King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz International Centre helped 
further strengthen community peacebuilding and peaceful elections so that community members could safely have 
a voice in their governance.

There is an urgent need for a broad and inclusive vision that can bridge social and political divides and affirm our 
shared identity and common aspirations as members of the human family.

8GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION 2018-2019 REPORT 



COMMUNITY-DRIVEN PEACEBUILDING

GPF’s Community-Driven Peacebuilding Small Group Series is an important new tool for addressing conflict, division, 
and misunderstanding in increasingly diverse communities. This interactive program explores the root causes of 
conflict, principles and values that are broadly shared among the world’s faith and wisdom traditions and provide the 
basis for peace, and case studies of community-driven peacebuilding. The program includes a video presentation, 
interactive questions, discussions on how the lessons can be applied, and action steps that can make a measurable 
impact in communities.
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VALUES-BASED PEACEBUILDING CONTINUED
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URBAN PEACEBUILDING INITIATIVE

Global Peace Foundation’s values-based peacebuilding work is preventing violence and building safer communities 
in the United States and globally. GPF’s two-year Department of Homeland Security-funded project in New Jersey was 
selected by the National Center for Counter Terrorism as a best practice for terrorist prevention.

This Train-the-Trainer project raised awareness about targeted violence and how to keep communities safe both on 
the street and online. The project engaged more than 3,000 police and community members to build connections and 
resiliency. Beyond its project scope, law enforcement stakeholders helped craft and then adopted curricula to train 
additional law enforcement, first responders and mental health professionals. The New Jersey Attorney General’s 
Office and law enforcement partners and program training host agencies significantly contributed to this successful 
project.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP TRAINING PREVENTS EXTREMISM IN TANZANIA AND INDONESIA

In an ongoing program to prevent youth involvement in violent extremism throughout Tanzania and East Africa, Global 
Peace Foundation conducts leadership training for students to build business and entrepreneurial skills to combat 
youth unemployment, a major factor of youth recruitment into extremist groups, and instill values of service to their 
community.

Unemployed, marginalized, and impoverished young men and women are more vulnerable to recruitment into 
extremist groups in Tanzania, which can offer economic incentives, social connections, and a sense of adventure 
and purpose. The training raises awareness of extremist recruitment tactics, how to report them, and how to address 
the issue with increasing accessibility of smartphones and the Internet. “Terrorists are using social media as a major 
platform to spread their ideology and expand their influence online,” said Dickson Kamala, a trainer with the program.

Reaching Millennials and Generation Z to raise awareness about extremism and community resilience was a focus in 
Indonesia where GPF programs reached almost 7,000 youth in six cities. The program provided diverse participants 
and over 80 partners a collaborative method to connect and build resilience in their communities.
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ENGAGING KENYAN YOUTH TO PREVENT EXTREMIST VIOLENCE AND TRANSNATIONAL SECURITY THREATS

Transnational security threats (TSTs) have continuously jeopardized the political, social, cultural and economic 
landscape of the East Africa region and beyond, particularly because they target the youth as recruiters, recruits, 
actors and victims at various levels, said Siraj Fegessa, the Director of the Peace and Security Division at the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), at a GPF-facilitated training workshop in Mombasa, Kenya, in 
September 2019.

The three-day workshop covered key thematic areas including transnational security threats; role of the youth in 
countering and preventing acts of terrorism and other TSTs; the process of radicalization; policies relating to 
counterterrorism and TSTs; principles of youth participating in peacebuilding; and Kenya’s National Action Plan on 
TSTs.

GPF later presented training on youth engagement and PVE/CVE in Nairobi at the Insights Forum: Working with 
Religious Actors to Build Peaceful and Stable Societies, with support from the Tony Blair Institute for Change and 
Alliance for Peacebuilding in November 2019.
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WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP CULTURE

Today’s focus on individual freedom and economic development has led to a neglect of the family as an essential 
resource for peace and social welfare. Despite differences in personality and temperament, family members form 
loving and lasting relationships. Women have a crucial leadership role in building peace in the family, the cornerstone 
of healthy societies, nations, and a prosperous and ethical world.

Global Peace Women (GPW) is working to strengthen families, recognize and uplift the unique qualities of women 
and their contributions to the family, and promote women’s leadership in broader social transformation. Through 
workshops, networking forums, advocacy, and women-led initiatives, GPW is empowering women in 15 nations to 
recognize and apply their unique capacities to promote a culture of peace in the home and beyond.
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PEACE BEGINS IN THE HOME
Launched in 2017, the Peace Begins in the Home (PBIH) international campaign is a women-led movement that 
promotes awareness of each family member’s indispensable value and responsibility to foster a culture of peace 
in the home through on-going programs, such as Nepal’s Income-Generating Training Program, Uruguay’s Conflict 
Resolution Program, and Nepal’s Drug Prevention Program.
In 2019, the women’s division launched the “Family Stories Series” annual campaign to encourage families to take 
small steps toward peacebuilding within their homes and communities. Over 80 heartwarming stories from 12 
countries related happy family experiences celebrating the yearly theme “My Family’s Favorite Memories.” In 2018 
and 2019, PBIH also conducted drug abuse prevention programs in schools and local communities in Nigeria, and 
financial management programs for single mothers in Uruguay.

‘LIVING FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS’ AWARDS
Six women leaders who have served their communities and the nation were honored during a special 10th Anniversary 
“Living for the Sake of Others” award ceremony in Asuncion, Paraguay in November 2018. Some two hundred 
distinguished guests, including senators, congresswomen, government officials, judges, and business leaders, 
attended the nationally recognized awards ceremony.
The Paraguay government and Ministry of Education and Science also recognized Peace Begins in the Home as a 
campaign of national educational interest, approving the General Post Office of Paraguay to distribute a GPF postmark 
spreading the message of the campaign at home and abroad.

‘BETTER THE BALANCE, BETTER THE WORLD’ INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2019
In commemoration of International Women’s Day in March 2019, some 1,000 women leaders and advocates 
gathered In commemoration of International Women’s Day in March 2019 and in partnership with Inner Wheel Circle, 
GPW Philippines hosted some 1,000 women leaders and advocates gathered for a summit at the University of Makati 
in Makati City as a step towards building a more gender-balanced world.

GPW LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
GPW Leadership Academy empowers women to take more active leadership roles and expand their impacts in the 
family, community, and society. Applicants from over 13 countries developed leadership skills and creativity through 
capacity-building education on core leadership values, self-assessment and communication; service learning through 
hands-on service project implementations; and networking and partnership building to foster lifelong connections 
with GPW participants in global programs.

GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION 2018-2019 REPORT 
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GPW KOREAN DREAM

The GPW Korean Dream projects are women-led initiatives that engage the Korean diaspora, as well as the international 
community, civil society, faith groups, and nonprofits to support efforts for peaceful reunification of Korea, rooted 
in universal principles and values. As of March 2019, GPW has implemented 22 projects, including development 
of educational materials and programs, art and service projects, and a fundraising project to advance the Korean 
Dream. These projects and initiatives serve as models of creative solutions to building peace and reunification in 
Korea and beyond.

“We assert that the pursuit of human rights and peace should 
begin in households that strive to treat all human beings as 
members of their family. Just as a mother naturally becomes the 
center of love and empathy in the home, women leaders who 
embody love and service play critical roles in promoting peace 
and uplifting human dignity throughout society. Recognizing 
this, we should support the growth and development of women’s 
leadership around the world.”

Dr. Jun Sook Moon 
Chairwoman, Global Peace Women

Nakako Furuta created the ‘My Dream, Your 
Dream, Our Dream’ Workbook for elementary 

school students, to teach the historical context of 
Korea’s division and solutions to reunification based 

on the Korean Dream. 

“As a content creator, a lot of what I do has to be 
based on my own motivation and initiative. It was 
the first time to realize a project from beginning to 
end within a span of one whole year. It was a great 
way to learn through a systematized process that 

helped me push myself to grow, and I hope to keep 
on doing so from now on.”

“My Dream, 
Your Dream, Our Dream” 

Nakako Furuta, 
Global Peace Women 
Leadership Academy 

Graduate, Korea
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YOUTH SERVICE AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

Through its youth leadership, service, and development initiatives, the Global Peace Foundation is committed to 
building a global network of twenty-first century moral and innovative leaders and engaged citizens committed to 
promoting peaceful and prosperous societies.
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INTERNATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS ASSEMBLY

The annual International Young Leaders Assembly (IYLA) hosts university students, young professionals, and globally 
significant leaders at interactive leadership training programs in the United States and abroad. IYLA has provided 
leadership training to more than 6,800 participants from over 120 countries, with the 10-day flagship program 
hosting international delegates in New York, Philadelphia and Washington, DC.

In August 2018 and 2019, hundreds of young leaders representing 46 different countries convened at  IYLA Global 
Summits at the United Nations headquarters in New York City, hosted by the UN Permanent Mission of Uganda. In 
Washington, IYLA participants convened at the U.S. Capitol for sessions of governance, and on International Youth 
Day held interactive forums at the World Bank in partnership with the World Bank Group’s Youth to Youth Community.

SERVICE AND VOLUNTEERISM

The Global Peace Youth Exchange in Korea, Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines enables aspiring leaders to 
strengthen qualities of character and leadership through service, forums, dialogue, and cultural exchange. In 2018 
university students and representatives from the travel and tourism industry examined how the industry can contribute 
to achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the United Nations in Thailand.

Global Peace Volunteers, a GPF project currently in Malaysia, Indonesia, Cambodia and Nepal, is an undergraduate 
program that stresses service and shared values to transcend national, cultural and religious differences.
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Ariz Raymundo Olan 
2018 International Young Leaders Assembly participant, Philippines

“The IYLA was a life-changing experience that opened a new door and 
opportunities for me to see my potential to make a difference, to deepen 
my love for service, to be more motivated and passionate to be part of 
making the a world home of peace, love, faith, unity, and prosperity.”
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GLOBAL YOUTH SUMMIT 2019 GATHERS THOUSANDS IN THE PHILIPPINES

More than 19,000 students and young leaders gathered at the MOA Arena in Manila for the 2018 Global Youth 
Summit on August 25. In 2019, the annual summit, now in its seventh year, hosted some 13,000 young Filipino 
leaders, providing space to share ideas and utilize diverse skill-sets, knowledge, and networks to effectively address 
persistent problems of today.

Prior to the 2019 summit, participating students developed and presented project ideas that can be implemented in 
their local communities in areas including education, health services, employment and entrepreneurship, sustainable 
tourism, civic participation, and child welfare. Dozens of entries were considered from across the country, and five 
outstanding innovative projects were awarded and highlighted at the summit.

YOUTH SERVICE AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP CONTINUED
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COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM

In an ongoing program to prevent youth involvement in violent extremism in Tanzania and East Africa, Global Peace 
Foundation conducts leadership training for students to advance business and entrepreneurial skills.

The training raises awareness of recruitment tactics and common terms and methods used by extremist groups, 
including the exploitation of religious doctrines, fabricated “moral” arguments, fear of victimization and unemployment, 
or revenge. Increasing accessibility to smartphones and the Internet is also significant. To combat these methods, the 
program provides education on using social media, reconciliation initiatives to heal tribal grievances, and support for 
proactive participation in the community.

GPF Indonesia has also addressed outbreaks of violence, riots and suicide bombings by extremists through the 
creation of Bincang Damai Nusantara (Nusantara Peace Talks) in May 2018, a program organized by youth to increase 
awareness and tolerance of religious diversity and to mitigate extremist violence among youth. “This program is 
designed to create tolerance among young people, to get to know and understand each other, “said Program Manager 
Novan Dwi Andhika. “We also want to preserve the noble values of Indonesia by documenting and publishing those 
stories later.”

17GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION 2018-2019 REPORT 



TRANSFORMING EDUCATION

Global Peace Foundation works with Ministries of Education, school systems and educators to develop in students 
the character, moral leadership and shared values needed to guide skills such as creative ingenuity, collaboration and 
communication. With these capacities, students can apply new knowledge and solutions that will propel humanity 
forward, while guiding them to be successful in all aspects of their lives.

Transforming education develops a workforce that drives employment and economic development, societal and 
political stability, and ethical societies free from corruption.

18

CHARACTER AND CREATIVITY

Global Peace Foundation’s Character and Creativity Initiative (CCI) seeks to cultivate integrity, ethical online and 
offline conduct, creativity and problem-solving, and hands-on peacebuilding skills. In many countries of the world, this 
“values and skills” focus is often viewed as an antidote to corruption.

GPF Kenya’s and Uganda’s CCI schools have demonstrated a high level of innovation, entrepreneurship, and teamwork. 
CCI programs in the Philippines and Paraguay actively engage teachers, parents and community leaders to integrate 
values of respect and service and apply global competencies in real world projects.

In October 2019, Global Peace Foundation-Kenya in partnership with Oracle Academy and the Centre for Mathematics, 
Science and Technology Education in Africa (CEMASTEA), held a one-day “Code with Oracle” boot camp under the 
theme “Learn, Innovate, and Create,” attended by public secondary school students and teachers to expand their 
technical and soft skills for the twenty-first-century job market. The camp incorporated Oracle technology, dividing 
students by groups for specialized mentorship from CEMASTEA educators. Engineers and computer scientists from 
Oracle provided training on Java Fundamentals, Introduction to Databases, a tour of Oracle Apex and Alice, an open 
source, object-based educational programming language.

SMART WORKFORCE READINESS

Career opportunities favor graduates with global competencies and digital literacy, especially in the new frontiers of 
artificial intelligence, virtual reality, and supercomputing applications. GPF education programs partner with leading 
technology companies that provide hands-on training to equip teachers and students with technological skills, 
interdisciplinary learning and practical knowledge that prepare them for the twenty-first century workforce.

India has one of the largest youth populations in the world and a rapidly expanding technology sector. A two-day 
GPF forum for educators in June 2019 examined how advances in technology and artificial intelligence are creating 
unprecedented opportunities. While these developments are creating constructive changes all around us, ethical and 
innovative leadership will determine how these technologies can mitigate poverty and conflict and lead to positive 
change around the world.

A “Power the Next: Professional Teachers Capacity Building Workshop” hosted in Kampala, Uganda in November 
2019, in partnership with the Uganda Ministry of Education and Sports, The Kafeero Foundation, Aspire Education 
Group and Black Sox, examined the economic, social and environmental challenges facing future graduates along 
with new job readiness skills needed in the era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, Artificial Intelligence, automation 
and big data.

GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION 2018-2019 REPORT 



19

OUTSTANDING PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN KENYA AWARDED FOR HOLISTIC EDUCATION

Global Peace Foundation Kenya, the Kenya Private Schools Association, Standard Media 
Group, and Trends and Insights for Africa awarded private secondary schools in Kenya for 
their overall culture that contributes to the holistic development of students at the Great 
Places to School 2019 Gala. The Great Places to School Awards recognized 14 schools 
from some 250 entries based on criteria like governance, academics, safety and security, 
career development, and character and creativity.

Adopt a Tree, Promote a Virtue 
Maureen Waithera. Astudent at Kenya’s 

Buru Buru Girls School, a GPF CCI school

“We have various programs in this school that 
really help in promoting peace among not 

only the students but also among the staff.”  
Pointing to signs next to the trees with words 

like ‘determination’ and ‘consideration,’ Maureen 
says “each class has adopted a particular tree with 
particular virtues. These activities are promoting 

a sense of personal responsibility over the 
environment in that, if I know I have adopted a 
tree that promotes excellence, I will ensure that 

the tree has been nurtured well.”
 

“I do not adopt a tree alone; I do it together with 
my classmates and staff members. As I do that, 

it promotes a sense of mutual responsibility. 
Mutual responsibility promotes a peaceful 

coexistence between people. We don’t want this 
conservation spirit to remain in Buru Buru Girls 

School. Let us all conserve the environment 
and ensure that we have a peaceful coexistence 

between each one of us.”

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND SCIENCE INCUBATORS

Providing guidance and space in secondary schools for highly motivated students to 
explore business and social entrepreneurship ideas, a Leap Hub is a dedicated after-
school program with access to online tools to help students grow their enterprises. They 
are guided throughout the entire entrepreneurial process from identifying a need in the 
marketplace, creating a vision and mission statement, developing a business model, and 
branding.

Beginning in January 2019, select Leap Hubs students were accepted into a fully funded 
scholarship program at Moringa School in Kenya. Students acquired a basic understanding 
of coding and software engineering through a blended learning model presented by 
Moringa School and GPF program directors and educators. GPF Kenya also provided 
support for students from 80 schools across ten countries at the 2018 National Science 
and Technology Exhibition on July 5-6, 2019, organized by Young Scientists Kenya. Kenyan 
President Uhuru Kenyatta attended the exhibition, joined by community leaders, NGOs, 
and government representatives.
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ONE KOREA GLOBAL CAMPAIGN

The volatile state of the Korean peninsula, the civil and human rights crisis in the North, and the unfinished work of 
self-determination for the Korean people make Korean reunification a major civil rights issue of today.

As a lead organizer of Action for Korea United (AKU), a coalition of more than 1,000 civil society organizations, 
the Global Peace Foundation has worked for reunification through convening international conferences of Korea 
experts, supporting diverse public education and humanitarian campaigns, and building a popular movement 
engaging K-pop stars, noted composers, and Grammy-winning music producers.

In 2018 global attention turned to the Korean peninsula with unprecedented summits between U.S. President 
Donald Trump, South Korean President Moon Jae-in and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, and commitments 
from both North and South to step back from confrontation and the threat of armed conflict. The Inter-Korean 
Summit in April 2018, when the North Korean leader first crossed the DMZ into South Korean territory to embrace 
the South Korean president, was broadcast around the world. At the farewell ceremony, “One Dream One Korea,” 
a song composed as part of the GPF-supported New Era Unification Song Campaign, expressing hope of fulfilling 
the long-held aspiration of Koreans for a unified, free and independent nation.

Renewed relations have also raised serious concerns. At a forum held at the Carnegie Institution for Science 
in Washington DC, GPF Founder and Chairman Hyun Jin Preston Moon offered pointed analysis, calling on 
ROK and U.S. policymakers to consider “the importance of a strategic policy that has a clear end goal in mind– 
reunification–and works towards it steadily and systematically.” The goal of a unified Korea “separate from the legacy 
of the Cold War and based upon Korea’s shared cultural history,” he said, is not the work of governments alone but 
requires a broad civil society coalition.
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ONE K CONCERT AND MARCH 1ST COMMEMORATION: KOREANS RALLY FOR PEACEFUL REUNIFICATION

Lawmakers, international dignitaries, K-pop artists and thousands of Koreans celebrated the centennial of the March 
1st Independence Movement at Korea’s National Assembly Plaza on March 1, 2019. A landmark popular uprising for 
freedom and self-determination during the era of Japanese occupation, the March 1st Movement was the first non-
violent civil protest against colonial occupation and inspired later movements for freedom and civil rights in India, the 
United States, and South Africa.
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ONE KOREA GLOBAL CAMPAIGN CONTINUED

INTERNATIONAL FORUMS FOR ONE KOREA

The movement for reunification gained traction internationally in 2018 and 2019, with conferences in India, Japan, 
South Korea, Mongolia and the United States convening Korea experts, business leaders and elected officials. In 
Washington DC, Korea scholars and policymakers examined current events and opportunities for reunification at an 
Alliance for Peacebuilding briefing in February and a forum at the Carnegie Institution for Science in December. The 
forums noted growing popular and political support for the reunification process in South Korea, while also cautioning 
that reunification is fraught with challenges that require both broad civil society engagement and international 
political resolve.

In New Delhi, India, diplomats and civic, political, and cultural leaders addressed Korean reunification at a forum in 
October 2018, “Korea-India 20th Century Civil Rights Movement and Sustainable Peace and Prosperity”, examining 
the Korean peninsula challenges in the context of India’s nonviolent movement for independence from British rule.
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KOREAN-LED, GLOBALLY SUPPORTED

International consensus led to the end of apartheid in South Africa and has contributed to progress in major areas 
such as sustainable development, poverty eradication, national independence and human rights. To build global 
consensus on Korean reunification as a path for peace, human rights, and expanded prosperity in the region, GPF 
has been a lead organizer of the One Korea Global Campaign, which has sponsored international art and media 
projects, and a movement to engage one million people worldwide through advocacy, education, volunteerism and 
social media.

INTEGRATING NORTH KOREAN DEFECTORS

GPF works with partners to connect North Korean defectors with local communities through various civic activities 
such as annual ping pong tournaments, kimchi making, forums and small meetups. For many defectors, life after 
their arduous journey from North Korea poses many new challenges. In South Korea, the support center Hanawon 
offers defectors three months of integration training to adapt to resettlement. However, according to Eun Sil Lee, 
“three months of short training is not enough to fully understand South Korea.”
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ONE KOREA GLOBAL CAMPAIGN CONTINUED

A GLOBAL GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT

The Action for Korea United Festival and the Global Peace Leadership Conference on August 14-15, 2019, 
commemorating Korea’s National Liberation Day, rallied popular and political support from around the world. Over 
15,000 activists packed the Kintex Convention Center in Ilsang, marking a significant milestone for the grassroots 
civic movement to realize the Korean Dream of a peaceful, unified nation.
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Korean Dream: A Vision for a Unified Korea
The Korean Dream is the enduring aspiration of the Korean people; a vision of a united, independent and 
free nation guided by the Korean ideals of Hongik Ingan that has charged the Korean people to “live for the 
greater benefit of all mankind.” The Korean Dream challenges the existing Cold War paradigm and hyper-
partisan divide of left and right, reminding all Koreans of a shared historic, cultural legacy that spans five 
millennia. This vision is inspiring a global, Korean-led citizen movement for the peaceful reunification of 
the Korean peninsula.
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GLOBAL PEACE CONVENTION 2019 KOREAN DREAM: 
VISION FOR A UNIFIED KOREA
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INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS AND PEACEBUILDERS JOIN KOREAN CIVIL SOCIETY LEADERS IN SEOUL TO 
BRING FOCUS TO DIVIDED KOREA AND PEACEFUL REUNIFICATION

Korea experts, clerics, elected officials and non-profit leaders from 45 nations appealed for greater civil society 
engagement, respect for a Korean-led process, and emphasis on the character of a reunified Korean nation at the 
February 2019 Global Peace Convention, “Korean Dream: Vision for a Unified Korea.” The convention coincided with 
a national commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the March 1, 1919 Independence Movement, revered by 
Koreans as an expression of their shared aspirations to be free and united.

The three-day convening included an examination of comprehensive reunification efforts among youth and women’s 
organizations in Korea and abroad. Sessions on transforming education highlighted approaches to cultivating 
character competencies and skills needed to compete in the twenty-first century workforce. An International Forum 
on One Korea included the diverse voices of Korea experts from China, Russia, Japan, Mongolia, India, Great Britain, 
and the United States. “Peaceful reunification is paramount to Korea, its neighbors, and the world,” said former 
Chinese Ambassador to the United Nations Guo Fang Shen. “The responsibility rests primarily between the two 
Koreas, and they must do more to foster trust and cooperation.”

Discussions included realistic assessments of the conflicting interests, alliances, significant costs, and divergent 
worldviews of the two Koreas as well as perspectives emphasizing the 5,000-year shared history and heritage of the 
Korean people, the historic opportunity for breakthroughs in diplomatic engagement, and the enormous potential 
of a unified homeland that fulfills the long-held aspirations of all Koreans. Additional sessions on values-based 
peacebuilding emphasized religious freedom as a fundamental human right and presented a sobering, in-depth 
accounting of the human rights abuses and severe suppression of religious freedom in North Korea.

In his keynote address, Global Peace Foundation Chairman Hyun Jin Preston Moon said that “the philosophical ideal 
of Hongik Ingan [“to live for the greater benefit of humanity”] has always been a guiding principle throughout Korea’s 
tumultuous history in periods of crisis and national renewal. Representing our historic, cultural DNA, it allowed 
Koreans of every generation to connect to our heritage and define our future legacy.”
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GLOBAL PEACE AWARDS 2019

The Global Peace Foundation conferred awards on leaders in wide-ranging areas of impact who have significantly 
promoted peace, fostered an ethic of public service, and transcended boundaries of religion, ethnicity, and nationality 
in their personal and public lives.  The awards were presented on February 28 at the Lotte Hotel and Conference 
Center in Seoul on Day 3 of the 2019 Global Peace Convention.  Distinguished leaders were recognized with the 
following awards:

FAITH IN ACTION AWARD Pastor Kenneth Bae, imprisoned in North Korea in 2012 and released after 735 days of 
detention, is founder and president of Nehemiah Global Initiative, which supports North Koreans and defectors living 
in South Korea. He is the author of Not Forgotten.

PROMOTING A CULTURE OF PEACE AWARD Hyung-Suk Kim is a music composer, actor, and television personality. 
He has composed more than 1,000 songs for K-pop artists, the Olympics, and the Korean presidency. In 2015 he 
composed “One Dream, One Korea,” a song heard around the world during the final meeting of ROK President Moon 
Jae In and DPRK leader Kim Jong Un at Panmunjom.

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD Ambassador Jargalsaikhan Enkhsaikhan served as the foreign policy advisor to 
the first democratically elected President of Mongolia. He has served as architect and the spokesperson of Mongolia’s 
nuclear-weapon-free policy.

LEADERSHIP IN STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AWARD Hajiya (Dr.) Amina Namadi is the founder of I Care Women 
and Youth Initiative in Nigeria. A businesswoman and philanthropist, she founded the Daru Na’eem Academy of Abuja 
and is a member of International Advisory Council of Global Peace Women.

INNOVATIVE SCHOLARSHIP FOR PEACE Dr. Florida Labuguen is founding president of the Philippines Society 
of National Service Training Program Educators and Implementers, where she has forged cooperation between 
communities, youth volunteers and some 500 educational institutions.  

PHILANTHROPY AND CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP AWARD Hideo Kawabata is CEO of Fuji Suiso Kansha,He is a 
mentor of young entrepreneurs throughout Japan, and has expanded his philanthropic work to the Philippines, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, India and Korea.

On the final day, Global Peace Awards were conferred on leaders in wide-ranging areas of impact who have significantly 
promoted peace, fostered an ethic of public service, and transcended boundaries of religion, ethnicity, and nationality 
in their personal and public lives. 
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More than a thousand regional and international government, civil society and faith leaders from 16 countries 
addressed the critical role of leadership in developing effective models for advancing peace and prosperity in the 
Great Lakes Region and internationally at a Global Peace Leadership Conference in Kampala on August 1-2, 2018.

 Uganda Prime Minister Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda said the conference theme underscored “the urgent call for countries to 
build consensus on responses towards pressing regional challenges guided by a shared vision, principles,aspirations, 
and innovative value-based approaches to peacebuilding, security and development.”

Highlighted during the conference were many of Global Peace Foundation’s emerging models for peacebuilding 
and development, including Mitigating Post-Election Violence in Kenya, Countering Violent Extremism and Youth 
Empowerment in Tanzania and Nigeria, and Entrepreneurship and Investment as Catalysts for Peace and Development.

The two-day conference was co-convened by the Republic of Uganda, the Global Peace Foundation, the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development, the Inter-religious Council of Uganda, and the Private Sector Foundation 
Uganda.

GLOBAL PEACE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
EAST AFRICA 2018
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WHERE WE WORK

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
INTERNATIONAL |  GLOBAL SERVICE ALLIANCE SUPPORTS DEVELOPMENT THROUGH CROSS-CULTURAL  
SERVICE

The Global Peace and Development Service Alliance (GPDSA) emerged out of a convening of civil society and youth 
alliances at  the United Nations Headquarters in Nairobi in July 2012 and Bangkok/ESCAP in October 2014, as well 
as massive volunteer responses in the Philippines to Typhoon Yolanda (2013) and the Nepal earthquake of 2015. 
Building on the foundation of these prior Africa and Asia convenings and service actions, GPDSA was inaugurated 
at GPF’s Global Peace Convention in 2017 in Manila, Philippines. GPDSA has been taking action on the UN 2030 
peace and development goals through dynamic youth social enterprise and creative partner action.

MONGOLIA | COMBATING DESERTIFICATION

Some 75 percent of Mongolia’s land is affected by desertification, and hundreds of lakes, rivers, and other water 
sources are drying up, threatening traditional nomadic life. Global Peace Foundation Mongolia and volunteers have 
planted trees to impede further desertification and to revive pastures. In a recent project in partnership with the 
All-lights Project, volunteers have built fences to protect vulnerable young trees from the animals and sandstorms.

MALAYSIA | ‘SAFE WATER, SAFE COMMUNITIES’ PROVIDES CLEAN WATER TO VILLAGES

Global Peace Foundation Malaysia and Nestle Malaysia launched the Safe Water, Safe Communities project to 
provide clean water for people in five villages in Tasik Chini, Pahang by installing over fifty Swiss-designed water 
filtration systems.

GPF Malaysia’s ongoing clean water and sanitation initiatives have benefited thousands of villagers since 2010 to 
counter the challenges of their remote locations, including health problems like skin diseases, diarrhea, and cholera.

NEPAL | COOKSTOVE PROJECT COMBATS INDOOR POLLUTION

In Nepal, 74 percent of households use open-fire methods for cooking, posing a serious health risk to the families, 
such as chronic heart and lung diseases. GPF Nepal’s Cookstove Project provides families with the materials to build 
a stove that is designed to vent the smoke to eliminate the negative side effects of open-fire burning. The project has 
significantly improved the health of over a thousand families.
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BRAZIL • CAMBODIA • GUATEMALA • INDIA • JAPAN • KENYA • KOREA • MALAYSIA • MONGOLIA
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SOCIAL COHESION AND DEVELOPMENT 
JAPAN | GPF BUILDS MUTICULTURAL BRIDGES

The annual Multicultural One Family Festival, organized by GPF Japan and key partners, fosters understanding and 
cross-community connections between Japan’s growing multicultural populations.

INDIA | ‘SMILE’ PROGRAM COUNTERS CASTE DISCRIMINATION

Caste discrimination takes the form of residential segregation, discrimination in labor markets, educational disparities, 
and overt and covert instances of untouchability. Global Peace Foundation India launched the “Smile” project in 
December 2018 with the Ideal Youth Health and Welfare Society to support the vulnerable Balmiki community in 
Karol Bagh, a district of Delhi. The project gathers students, youth and families from both high-caste and low-caste 
society for a values-based education program and joint activities. The program works to build social cohesion and 
trust, and transform attitudes and behaviors, creating opportunities for collaboration and community development.

CAMBODIA | GPF VOLUNTEERS SUPPORT LITERACY, ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION

Global Peace Volunteers in Cambodia are helping children develop literacy skills and a habit of reading, ensuring that 
students have access to books and dedicated space for learning. Global Peace Foundation Cambodia’s EnglishEd 
volunteers also teach basic English to children, help them with their homework and spark their interest in foreign 
languages and cultures. Global Peace Volunteers from surrounding universities are also making a difference through 
the GreenEd program, introducing students to environmental threats, demonstrating how to recycle and reuse 
products, and to identify solutions to environmental challenges.

BRAZIL | UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE OF MUSIC GUIDES VULNERABLE YOUTH

Leadership and Development by Music, a cultural project initiated by Global Peace Foundation Brazil in December 
2016, has brought communities together in Goiania and beyond. The musical groups are largely made up of 
vulnerable youth in the community who receive scholarships from LEAM to attend the music program funded by 
the local and international donors. With bands, chorales, drumlines and more, LEAM involves teachers, community 
leaders, students and their families in creating music, developing moral and innovative leaders, and creating a sense 
of community as one human family.

NEPAL • NIGERIA • PARAGUAY • PHILIPPINES  • TANZANIA • THAILAND • UGANDA • UNITED STATES • URUGUAY

PHILIPPINES, MALAYSIA, KENYA, INDONESIA | PROVIDING SOLAR TECHNOLOGY FOR UNDERSERVED 
COMMUNITIES

The All-Lights Village project has served communities in the Philippines, Malaysia, Kenya, and Indonesia. The project 
has enhanced the livelihoods of underserved communities by providing sustainable solar technology. In March 2019, 
Global Peace Foundation installed solar technology for homes in Sion, Malaysia. So far, the project has given 834 
people in 16 villages in Malaysia access to sustainable solar energy.
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INDIA
In 2019 Global Peace Foundation India and Tears of Earth partnered to organize activities under this year’s 
theme: “Climate Action for Peace.”

NIGERIA
In Kaduna, Nigeria, over 1500 people observed the International Day of Peace. Global Peace Foundation, 
Interfaith Meditation Center, and other NGOs participated, bringing focus to the 2019 theme and the need to 
work together to find lasting solutions.

TANZANIA
Local leaders and stakeholders in Tanzania commemorate the International Day of Peace to strengthen the 
ideals of peace within and between nations. Partners included United Nations family led by UNIC Dar es 
salaam, Jane Goodall Institute, Youth of United Nations Association of Tanzania, Inter-religious Peace Council 
of Tanzania, Organization for Peace and Consensus, Internet Society of Tanzania, Center for Foreign Relations, 
Forum for Climate Change and others. Volunteers participated in climate action initiatives to reduce waste and 
air pollution.

KENYA

Global Peace Foundation Kenya joined the East African Ramgarhia Board, the United Religions Initiative, the 
United Nations Environmental Programme, the Interreligious Council of Kenya and other partners to celebrate 
the International Day of Peace 2019 at the Hindu Temple in Pangani, Kenya. The event commemorated the 
550th birthday of Guru Nanak DevJi (1469 –1539), the founder of Sikhism, and was supported by the Kenya 
Interfaith Network, Mother Earth Network, All African Conference of Churches, Baha’i International Community, 
Unity Earth, and the Africa Media Initiative.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE
Established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolution, the International Day of Peace is observed 
around the world each year on September 21. The Day of Peace provides a globally shared time for 
people of all back-grounds to contribute to building a Culture of Peace. In 2018 and 2019 Global Peace 
Foundation chapters in India, Nigeria, Tanzania and Kenya joined local partners to commemorate the 
Day of Peace through community action, multi-faith prayer vigils, forums and peace festivals.
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GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION RECOGNIZED WITH UN CONSULTATIVE STATUS 
Global Peace Foundation received a special consultative status from the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) at a Coordination and Management Meeting hosted by the UN council on June 
6, 2019. GPF has also been partnering with the UN’s Department of Public Information (DPI) since 2016, 
contributing to the development, implementation, and monitoring of agenda items agreed on by UN 
member nations.
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THANK 
YOU
This Global Peace Foundation 2018-19 Report highlights projects 
and initiatives that apply GPF’s values-based approach to building 
peace, empowering women and youth, promoting education 
innovation, and advancing social cohesion in communities and 
nations.
Since 2009, the Global Peace Foundation has expanded around 
the world and now is active in 23 countries. With unique focus 
on values that bind us together as a human family in a diverse 
world, GPF has engaged a wide spectrum of stakeholders that 
include international bodies, regional development organizations, 
provincial and local governments, business and philanthropic 
organizations, educational institutions, local community and 
volunteer organizations and generous donors.
This 2018-19 report presents some of GPF’s key programs that are 
making a significant impact around the world.
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