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Background Note
The following was prepared in 2008. This paper was written while a book length analysis of development 
assistance was being prepared, and the focus is largely on the systemic failure of this segment of the 
global socio-economic system. 

Subsequently it has become clear that there are also major systemic issues in other segments of the global  
society and economy. 
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NOTES
1. “North” and “South” are used to refer to the “Rich” countries and the “Poor” countries ... to refer to the “Industrialized” 

countries and the “Developing” countries ... to refer to “First World” countries and “Third World” countries. We prefer 
this way of referring to the country groups. 
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